
 
 

CABINET – 14 JANUARY 2015 
 

PROPOSED TRANSFER OF THE HOLLIERS WALK PRIMARY 
SCHOOL TO THE MOUNT GRACE HIGH SCHOOL (ACADEMY) SITE, 

LEICESTER ROAD, HINCKLEY 
 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE CHILDREN 
AND FAMILY SERVICES 

 
Purpose of Report 
 
1. To advise the Cabinet on the results of consultation on the proposal to 

transfer Holliers Walk Primary School to the Mount Grace High School 
(Academy), Leicester Road, Hinckley site in order to provide a 630 place 
primary school from September 2016 and to seek the Cabinet’s approval for 
the transfer. 

 
Recommendations 
 
2. It is recommended that: 

 
(a) The responses received to the consultation conducted by the 

governing body of Holliers Walk Primary School to transfer the 
School to the Mount Grace High School (Academy) site, to enable 
expansion to provide 630 places be noted; 
 

(b) The Director of Children and Family Services be requested to 
take action, subject to Cabinet approval to the 2015/16 Basic Need 
capital programme, to enable the design and re-development of the 
Mount Grace site (expected to become vacant in summer 2015) in 
readiness for September 2016 admissions to the expanded primary 
school; 
 

(c) It be noted that consultation will take place on a change to the 
catchment boundaries for Holliers Walk Primary School and St. 
Mary’s Primary School to ensure that the relocated Holliers Walk is 
within its catchment area. 
 

Reasons for Recommendations 
 
3. The Education Act 1996 places a statutory duty on the Local Authority (LA) to 

ensure a sufficient supply of school places.   
 
4. Analysis of five year pupil forecasts for the Hinckley town area indicates a 

significant increase in demand for school places, likely to give rise to a 
shortfall of 316 places, when considering increased births, general 
demographic change and approved housing development. 
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5. The consultation on the transfer and expansion of Holliers Walk Primary 

School, undertaken by the School’s governing body, has been undertaken  in 
accordance with  the School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to 
Schools)(England) Regulations 2013 and supporting statutory  guidance 
which came into force on 28 January 2014. This has provided the opportunity 
for all stakeholders to comment upon the proposals at an early stage.  
 

6. The results of the consultation show that there is considerable support for the 
transfer of Holliers Walk Primary School to the Mount Grace site once 
available, and its expansion to provide 630 places instead of the current 
overall capacity of 420 places. 
 

7. The redevelopment of the Mount Grace site for primary use will provide a 
cost-effective solution to help address the need for additional places in 
Hinckley, making the best use of Council resources, and on a site that is well 
positioned to meet the expected additional demand.   

 
Timetable for Decisions (including Scrutiny) 
 
8. Subject to agreement of the recommendations above, it is proposed that 

action is taken early in the new year to design the expanded primary school, 
and that re-development commences in the summer of 2015.  This will be 
subject to approval of the 2015/16 Basic Need capital programme, as part of 
the Council’s Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS), and the vacation of 
the site by the Mount Grace High School (Academy) as part of their plans, 
approved by the Education Funding Agency (EFA), to merge with John 
Cleveland College and form a single 11-18 age range academy on the John 
Cleveland College campus.  
 

Policy Framework and Previous Decisions 
 
9. The proposal to transfer and expand Holliers Walk Primary School on an 

alternative site will help meet the statutory duty on the County Council, arising 
from the Education Act 1996, to ensure a sufficient supply of school places. 
‘The Importance of Teaching’ White Paper issued in 2010, subsequently re-
enforced the role of the LA as champion for parents, families and vulnerable 
pupils, requiring it to promote educational excellence by ensuring a good 
supply of high quality school places and coordinating fair admissions.  

 
10. The need for additional places in the Hinckley town area was outlined in the   

strategy for school place planning entitled ‘In the Right Place - Strategy for the 
Provision of School and Other Learning Places in Leicestershire 2014/18’ 
which was approved by the Cabinet on 17 November 2014. 
 

11. The Children and Families Overview and Scrutiny Committee considered an 
early draft of the Strategy on 24 March 2014, and was provided with an 
opportunity to comment further at its meeting of 3 November 2014.   

 
Resource Implications 
 
12. The expected cost for the re-development of the Mount Grace site to convert 

for primary use, including a contribution to the costs of removal of equipment 
and safeguarding works to enable Mount Grace High to merge with John  
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Cleveland College is £2.94 million. The capital cost of the proposal is factored 
into the capital programme within the department’s proposed Medium Term 
Financial Strategy 2015/16 – 2018/19 and funded from the Basic Need capital 
grant 2015/16 of £25.14 million provided by the Department for Education 
(DfE). 
 

13. There are no revenue grant implications for the County Council for this 
proposal and the schools will need to ensure they adequately plan for the 
revenue consequences on both the secondary school merger, the relocation 
of Holliers Walk to this site, and the increased number on role at the primary 
school.  It is expected that it may take up to three years for the school to 
expand from the current number on roll of 395 pupils to the planned 
admission limit of 630 places.  

 
14. The Director of Corporate Resources and County Solicitor have been 

consulted in the preparation of this report. 
 
Circulation under the Local Issues Alert Procedure 
 
15. Mr. D. C. Bill MBE, CC 

Mr. M. Mullaney CC 
 

Officers to contact 
 
Lesley Hagger, Director of Children and Family Services  
Tel 0116 305 6340 email: lesley.hagger@leics.gov.uk 
 
Gill Weston, Assistant Director Education, Skills and Learning, Children and Family 
Services   
Tel 0116 305 7813 email: gill.weston@leics.gov.uk  
 
David Atterbury, Head of Strategy (Education Sufficiency) Children and Family 
Services    
Tel 0116 305 7729 email: david.atterbury@leics.gov.uk  
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PART B 
 

Background 
 
16. The Council’s recently approved Strategy for the future planning of school 

places, referred to above, identifies Hinckley town as an emerging area of 
significant demand. Analysis of five year pupil forecasts for this area indicates 
a potential shortfall of 316 places due to increased births, general 
demographic change and approved new housing. The Hinckley town area is 
currently served by seven primary schools: Holliers Walk Primary, St. Mary’s 
Church of England Primary, St. Peter’s Catholic Primary, Battling Brook 
Primary, Richmond Primary, and Westfield Junior and Infant schools. 

 
17. In recent years, work has been undertaken at a number of these school sites 

to help meet the emerging demand for places. Although these developments 
have helped to manage the extra demand, the options for their further 
expansion are quite limited (because of site constraints for example). To seek 
to increase their capacity further in future years will need careful planning in 
order not to compromise the quality of the education provided. 

 
18. The Council has for a number of years held a site on Barwell Lane, Hinckley, 

of 2.3 hectares (capable of accommodating a primary school of 525 places). 
However this is located outside of the town, and is not well placed when 
considering the emerging pattern of demand in the area. In contrast, the 
Mount Grace site is placed centrally, where the expected growth is identified. 

 
19. The four secondary schools in Hinckley - John Cleveland College, Mount 

Grace High, Redmoor High and Hastings High - all of which are academies, 
received approval in the summer 2014 from the DfE (via the Education 
Funding Agency), to change their age ranges with effect from September 
2015 admissions. Part of the proposals put forward included a merger of John 
Cleveland College and Mount Grace High School, to form a single new 11-18 
academy on the John Cleveland site, to be named the Hinckley Academy. It is 
therefore expected that the Mount Grace site will be vacated in the summer of 
2015, and the academy lease surrendered to the Council. 

 
20. The Mount Grace site comprises 2.85 hectares, shown in Appendix A to this 

report. The existing school buildings, with adaptations would be able to 
accommodate a 3 form entry, i.e. 3 classes (90 pupils) per year group, a 
primary school of 630 places overall.  
 

21. There are three schools located relatively close to the Mount Grace site; 
Holliers Walk Primary (0.47 miles), St. Peter’s Catholic Primary (0.45 miles), 
and St. Mary’s Church of England Primary (0.72 miles). The location of these 
schools and their catchment boundaries are shown on the map provided at 
Appendix B. 
 

22. Following an initial approach in the summer term 2013 by the governing body 
of Holliers Walk Primary to consider a move for the School and after careful 
consideration of a number of factors including school performance, the cost 
and number of additional places this would provide, forecast number on roll, 
parental preferences , admissions policy, impact to other local schools, and 
the potential for receipts from their existing site (if determined appropriate for  
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disposal), a transfer of the School to the Mount Grace site appears to offer a 
very effective solution to help meet the increasing demand for primary places. 
 

23. The re-development of the Mount Grace site to provide 630 places would 
create an additional 210 places above the 420 currently available at Holliers 
Walk. This will help adequately meet the current demand for places, but 
adaptations of the other schools within the town will need to be considered in 
future years to help keep abreast of the situation. 
 

24. In January of this year, the DfE published new guidance to support the School 
Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Schools)(England) Regulations 2013. 
The new guidance and regulations support the government’s aim of 
increasing school autonomy and reducing bureaucracy, to allow schools more 
control when making decisions and to be more responsive to the needs of 
parents and local communities. The new procedures allow the governing 
bodies of community maintained schools, such as Holliers Walk, to propose, 
consult upon, and take decisions in relation to a number of matters including 
expansion and relocation within certain specified limits, without following a 
formal process of statutory notices. The County Council is a consultee to the 
proposals, but a decision of the Cabinet is required to make available the 
Mount Grace site and for the move to proceed. 
 

25. The proposal for a move for Holliers Walk is exempt from the statutory 
process given that the move for the school would be less than two miles and 
therefore below the limit required by DfE regulations for a statutory proposal 
process to be followed.  

 
The Consultation Process 
 
26. A consultation exercise on the proposals for a transfer and expansion of 

Holliers Walk Primary was undertaken by their governing body between14 
November and 12 December 2014. The consultation involved a wide range of 
stakeholders including parents and carers, staff at the School, local primary 
secondary and special schools, the County Council, the local community, and 
other stakeholders (including the Dioceses, the Borough Council, local County 
Councillors, and the local MP).  

 
27. The consultation specifically sought stakeholders’ views on the potential 

benefits of the transfer, for example the availability of additional places, 
access to playing field facilities (there are no green spaces at the current 
Holliers Walk site) and the opportunity to build on the school’s recent ‘Good’ 
Ofsted judgement. 
 

27. To support the consultation, information was placed on School’s website 
accompanied by further guidance by way of ‘frequently asked questions’, and 
the opportunity provided for parents to meet with the headteacher to discuss 
their views. 

 
 Results of the Consultation 
 
28. By the close of consultation on 12th December, a total of 116 responses had 

been received. 
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29. The responses received showed conclusive (100%) support for the transfer of 
the school to the Mount Grace site.  This was confirmed by the Chair of 
Governors, on behalf of the governing body on the 18th December 2014 by an 
email sent to the Director of Children and Family Services. 

 
30. Appendix C to this report provides a brief summary of the responses received. 

This shows that 76% of responses were provided by parents, 16% by school 
staff, 8% by governors, and 2% by other stakeholders. Analysis of the 
responses (officer response in italics) shows that; 

 
• The new school is welcomed, and there is a real sense that the 

developments should be completed as early as possible, to relieve 
pressures in the area – every effort will be made to ensure that the new 
school is constructed as soon as possible and ready to open at the earliest 
opportunity, although in reality this is not expected to be before September 
2016. 

 

• The availability of playing fields for the school will provide a real boost to 
the facilities available to the school and curriculum provision - there is an 
opportunity that these could also be made available through partnership 
working, to both St. Peter’s and St. Mary’s primary schools, neither of 
which has a playing field attached to their site. 

 

• There is a strong view that the new school should seek to offer early years 
provision, before/after schools clubs, and access to the community, in 
order to maximise the use of the facilities – this reflects current provision 
on the Holliers Walk site. 

 
• The potential to include Special Educational Needs (SEN) provision in the 

school should be explored, as there is limited provision locally – an 
assessment of demand will be undertaken as part of the needs and impact 
assessments for the new school. 

 
31. The consultation exercise specifically raised concerns about the current traffic 

congestion and parking arrangements adjacent to the Mount Grace site, and 
how this might be affected by the proposed move. This will require careful 
consideration and discussion with the school and planners, to help mitigate 
and develop sustainable travel solutions. 

 
Cost of re-development for the Mount Grace site 
 
32. The cost of re-development of the Mount Grace site (including the associated 

removal/enabling works) is projected to be £2.94 million, to be met from the 
Basic Need capital grant provided by the DfE. Receipts raised through the 
sale of vacant sites that may arise as a consequence of the development 
might serve to offset some of these costs. This equates to a cost per pupil 
place of £4,666 for a 630 place primary school. In contrast the cost per pupil 
place to develop a traditional build primary school would be circa £12,000; for 
example a 525 place primary school on the Barwell Lane site would cost circa 
£6.3 million. 
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33. Subject to agreement to the 2015/16 Basic Need capital programme, it is 

recommended that any receipts received from the disposal of sites made 
available as a consequence of the proposed move for Holliers Walk Primary, 
for example their existing site or the Barwell Lane site (if either is not retained 
for other purposes), be earmarked for reinvestment to the Children and Family 
Services capital programme to help meet demand for the development of 
further pupil places in future years. 

  
Adjustment to Catchment Areas 
 
34. The Mount Grace site sits just inside the St. Mary’s catchment area, sitting 

alongside the boundary shared with Holliers Walk (as illustrated in Appendix 
A). Subject to the Cabinet’s approval, it will be necessary for the Council to 
consult immediately on a change to the catchment boundaries for these two 
schools to ensure that the relocated Holliers Walk is within its catchment area. 
In practice this would encompass moving the catchment boundary from the 
western (Leicester Road) side of Mount Grace, to the eastern (Butt Lane) 
boundary of the site – there is no housing within the triangle of land that would 
be affected by this change, and therefore no other impact on admission 
arrangements to the two schools. 

 
Conclusions 
 
35. The availability of primary school places in the Hinckley town area has been 

identified as an area for concern for the Council within the recently agreed 
Strategy for the future planning of school places. The transfer of Holliers Walk 
Primary School to the Mount Grace site and its expansion to provide an 
additional 210 places to those currently available represents a very effective 
solution, providing excellent value for money. The results of the consultation 
undertaken by the governing body shows very strong support for the 
proposals, which if agreed, will ensure that sufficient places are available 
locally at the time they are most needed. 

 
Background Papers 
 
Report to the Cabinet 19 November 2014 – Strategy for the Provision of School and 
Other Learning Places in Leicestershire 2014/18. 
 

http://politics.leics.gov.uk/Published/C00000135/M00003995/AI00039945/$6StrategyforProvisionofSchoolandOtherLearningPlacesAppxA.docA.ps.pdf 

 

DfE publication - School Organisation, Maintained Schools – guidance for proposers 
and decision makers – January 2014. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/278418/School_Organisation_Guidance_2014.pdf 

 
Appendices 
 
Appendix A –  Map of the north of Hinckley town, to illustrate; the location and     

catchment areas of primary schools nearby to the Mount Grace site. 
 
Appendix B – Plan of the Mount Grace site. 
 
Appendix C – Summary of the Holliers Walk consultation. 
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Relevant Impact Assessments 
 
36. Equality and Human Rights Implications 

 
An assessment has been undertaken to assess the appropriateness of the 
proposal to transfer Holliers Walk Primary school in relation to Equality and 
Human Rights Implications. This shows that no particular groups or 
individuals are disadvantaged by the proposals, the underlying purpose of 
which is to help to improve standards for all children and young people, and 
offer greater choice and diversity of educational provision.   

 
37. Risk Assessment 
 

The risks to the Council arising from the increased demand for school places 
are kept under regular review by the Children and Family Services 
Department, Education Sufficiency team, and when required are reported to 
the Corporate Schools Group which maintains oversight of all school place 
planning matters. 
 

38. Environmental Implications 
 

The proposal to develop an enlarged school directly within an area of Hinckley 
with a forecasted growth in demand is more acceptable in terms of 
environmental impact than pursuing other options, for example developing a 
new school on the Barwell Lane site. 
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